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The MasTers of the Bench 
OF THE 

HomnourAaBle SOCIETY 


OF THE 


INNER-TEMPLE: 


My Honoured Friends, 


'T 0 juſtify my Publication of this 
Sermon, which the Reader will 
"M eaſoly perterve was not intended 
by me for the Preſs, I muſt acquaint the 
World,that it is done in perfeft Obedience to 
your Commands. Tour great Loyalty and 
Zeal for T heir Majeſties Government, gave 
you too good an Opinion of it when you 
beard it from the Pulpit ; and if it ſhould 


2 not 
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not anſwer your Expe@ations from the 

Preſs, yet I bape yau willrows. it gs a Te- 

ftimony of my due Submiſſion to your Judg- 

ments, 'and, of tboſe juſt Reſpeity, Fepict 
'J 


your many and repeated Favours daily chat 
lenge *from, 


Gentlemen, 
Your much obliged 


and humble Servant, 


Wl, QHE REOCK. 
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/ exbort th erefore', that firſt vj, all, J#pe- 


plications , prayers, mmerceſfons, and 
gruing of thanks be made. for all men : 
For Kings, and for all that are in authority, 


that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 


life in all godlineſs and boneſty. 


CAT. Pal wrote this Epiſtle to Ti- 

mREe mothy, to inſtruct him in the dil- 
<< SS charge of his Epiſcopal Office 
SOIL ft and Power, to which he had or- 
EAYS 4 dained him : And the firſt thing 
ws 4 0 £0 IE he gives him in charge ( where- 
by we may gueſs what weight he laid on ic ) is 
this in my Text, Texhort therefore, That firſt of all, 
or [firſt of all exhort, that ſupplications, prayers, 
interceſſtons, and giving of thanks, be made for all men. 
To affix a proper and diſtintt ſignification on theſe 
words , Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions , and 
giving of thanks, which are recommended as the 
diſtin& parts of Prayer, Learned men tell us, 


thar 
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that doug, which we render Supplications, ſig- 
nifies Prayer to avert evils, meod3es, Prayers 
for the obtaining ſome good;and that &,714/Z«;,are 
properly Intercefſionsor Prayers for other men ; 
ry this is too general a notion of-it, ſincein-chis 
place the Apoſtle applies Supplications and Prayers, 
as well as Interceſſions, to praying for other men, 
even forall men: And therefore the proper notion 
of &wygaver, 1s to-intercede fora finner,. for:the 
pardon gf his fin , . and. to. reconcile, him 
again to God, whom he hath offended, as the 
word is moſt commonly ufed. Giving of 
Thanks is blefling God for good things al- 
ready received ;. which the ſame Apoſtle makes 
eſſential to an acceptable and effectual Prayer. 
4+. Phil. 6. Be careful for nothing , but in every 
thing by prayer and ſupplication, with thanksgiving, let. 
Your requeſts. be made known unto God, T hus we pray 
| for our ſelves, That. God would deliver us from 

evil, that he would do us-good, that he would 
forgive our fins; and we thank him for the BleF- 
ſings, andall the good things. we already enjoy; 
and chus we muſt dofor others,even for all men; 
tho the Apoſtle has not ſo-much1egardhere to 
our private Prayers, as to the Publick Offices of 
Religion, thoſe Publick Prayers which are made 
in the Publick Aflemblies by the Biſhop and Mi- 


niſters 
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niſters, and' the whole regation of Chri- 
ftians : For this advice which St, Paul gives 
Timothy 10 thele Epiſtles, concerns the Publick 
Worhip; and Government and Diſcipline of 
the Church; we:muſt in our private Deyotions 
pray noc only for our felves, but for all mankind ; 
bur-Publick Prayers, the uniced Defires and Pe- 
-ticions of) the: Church, offered up by the Mini- 
ters of Chrilt,, whoſe othce it is to- Bleſs and to 
Pray-for the people, ate'moſt eftectual and pre- 
vailing. Before I proceed co what[ principally 
incend; viz. Oar Prayers for Kings, and all that are 
in Authority, ic will be uſeful to. ſhow you, on 


what great Reaſons this Duty is founded, of” 


praying for all men, as well as for eur ves; and 
thar both: with refpe&t to our: felves, td othey wen, 
and to: God. [0 


Firſt, With reſpe&t:to: our ſelves. Now-1. This 
1s the nobleſt exerciſe of the moſt Divine Chas 
rity ; this is:truly to-love. all men as our (elves; 
when we are touched with-a ſenſe of their wants, 
aswell as of -our wn, and do heartily begall 
thoſe Ble&ogs for thera of God, which 'we do 
for our ſelves ;- when we are: fo far from envy- 
ing-their happineſs, chat wie: cejoiee in it, | and 
bleſs, Gadd: foruir, as we do, dbrophr Owne — 
ig B Cha- 
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Charity carmot be perfe& withonr this ; ſordir our 
power of doing good extends but to. a few.ins 
ſtances, and can reach bur a very few:perfons ; 
and if our Charicy be no. larger than.ourc power, 
it is a very worthleſs thing : ' Bura Divine Chas 
rity wiſhes well 'to the whole Creation; and 
therefore recommends alt mankind toicheicare 
Goodaeſs 
whichgovetns' the world.'- This is:the higheſt 
Perfection both of the'Man, and the Chriſtian ; 
this is the true Spiric 'of Prayer, to offer np. our 
Prayers to the God 'of Love, in the FG of. 
Love and _ | 


2dly. Thisobliges us to the exercile of many 
Chriſtian Graces: and 'Vertues; if we pray God 
to forgive our enemies, to be Go we mult for- 
give them our ſelves; we muſt exerciſe great 
Patience, and 'Mecknefs; and Forbearance-to- 
wards them; if 'we pray God to relieve the 
poor, to reſtorethe ſick, to reiorm-the vicious, 
roenlighten thoſe. who -are in error and darks 
nefs, and to reduce wandringſheep into. hisfold, 
to deliver the oppreſſed, ro ſuppart and' comfort 
thoſe who ſufferifor Righteouſneſs ſake; each of 
theſe Petitions involve a Duty inithem ; for whac 
we pray Godqo:do, we mult dorour ſelves, as 


far 
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far as it.is in-our,power ; and therefore our Prays 
ers for other men oblige us to do good:to them, 
both xq9their ſouls ang bedies,; and he-who does 
heartily» pray for other men;;will do. them all 
the good-he can : The ſame Charicy which in- 
{pires his Prayers, will govern his ations ; for 
it is a prophane Contempt and. Mockery of 
God to ask him to do that-which we will not do 
our elves, | 


34ly. Our Prayers for-out ſelves ate molt ac- 
ceptable to God, when we pray for other men 
allo; as they. muſt needs be, becaule they are 
offered up: in: the ſpiric of univerlal Charity , 
which alone, through the Merics-of- our Saviour 
Chriſt, makes our Prayers, our Alms, and all the 
good wedo, acceptable to God; .No Prayer can 
be loſt, which is put up in Faith-and- Charity ; If 
our Prayers do no good to thoſe particular 'men 
for whom we pray, if they;be not fie. or worthy 
to receive the Mercies we pray for; yet our. prays 
efs, our peace, our bleſſws, ſhall return: mta ow :6Þn 
s aq 


boſoms,' 10. Mart. 13. 


Secondly, Itis very apparent of what,uſe theſe 
Prayers are to'the-world.:; Fot many times the 


Prayers of good men avertithoſe Judgments . 
B 2 : which 
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which hang over a wicked Nation, and procure 

publick Bleſlings for them : Thoſe who never 

pray for themſelves, may reap the benefit of- 
other mens Prayers; and the Prayers of thoſe,, 
who do pray for themſelves , will be more et- 

fectual, when they are backed and reinforced by. 
the united Prayers of the whole Church for them. 

It is a mighty comfort to every good Chriſtian: 
to think , that he ſhares in the Prayers of the 
whole Chriſtian Church ; eſpecially when he is. 
under a cloud himfelf,, and either cannot pray 

himſelf, or prays with great diſturbance of: 
thoughts, with great difhdence and diſtruſt, and 
deſpondency of ſpiric ; at ſuch times eſpecially. 
all men ave very deſirous, that other good Chrt- 
ftians would pray with them, and forthem ; and: 
fuch:men may comfort themſelves, that how un- 
fir ſoever they areto pray themſelves, rhey-have- 
the Prayers, notonly of their Frieads andimme- 
diate Paſtors, who perſonally know them, bur- 
of all good. Chriſtians all the World over, who 
offer up their Prayers for themſelves, and for all 
Mankind , eſpecially for al the 'Members of 
Chriſt's Fyſtical Body; which is a priviledge- to 
be vaiaed nexcco rhe Intercefion of Chriſt for 
os all; and ſhould mightily reconcile us to a du- 
ry, which is 1p univerſally beneficial : : for pray- 
vg 
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ing for other men inticles us to their Prayers for 
us; and though we are not particularly na- 
med jn their- Prayers, 'God: knows to whom 
they belong, and will apply them himſelf. 


Thirdly, And'there is great reaſon, why God: 
fhould command, and encourage, and reward: 
our - Prayers for each other : Not only. 1. Be- 
cauſe-it is the exerciſe of the moſt Divine Cha- 
rity; and the Inſtrament of -many Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, as you have already heard; which you will : 
grant 2 ſufficient reaſon why God ſhould encou- 
rageir. Bur 2dly, Becauſe it isthe-moſt becoming - 
Addreſs we can make to God, and that which: 
alfo makes the moſt glorious and lovely repreſens. 
tation of him; that he is:the Prince and the Fa» 
ther of: all Mankind ; : who::made; and ' who» 
governs, and. who: preſerves; . and provides for 
alt his Creatures ; which 1s as great and ho-- 
novrable a cthonght- as -we can have of God ;: 
and indeed * this . teaches ;us how: to - pray. to 
God, and' what to -expe&t from; him... Thar: 
we mult not flatter our ſelves that he - will be-: 
fond ' and partial 'to us; . for. all men are his+ 
Creatues,, the Soul. of the Father , .and the: Soul of : 
the Son , are both his; - and 'therefore: as we 
may -expect .from God. the: kindneſs of :a :Gra- 
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cious and Merciful Creator, and through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the kindneſs of a Father ; 
ſo we muſt expect, that he will deal equally, 
by all: Thar he will make no, other difference, 
but what our perſonal Qualities and Virtues 
make : .And therefore we muſt not- preſume to' 
ask any thing of God, which is to the injury; 
or prejudice, or leſſening of our Brother, tg 
gratify our Pride, or Revenge, or ſome other evil 
Paſſions ; .for we pray to a common Father, who 
will adjuſt the Intereſts of Mankind, and have a 
due regard to the happineſs of all. And 3d, This 
gives credit and reputation to Religion in the 
World; that true Piety and Virtue makes the 
Prayers of good men effeftual, not. only fox 
themſelves, bur for others ; that the better men 
are, the more power they have with God, 
which - makes them a kind of Patron Saints, and 
rureiar Angels to the places where they live ; 
this is a mighty honour to be the Friends and 
Favourites of God, to be able to fetch down 
Bleſſings from Heaven by our Prayers : This 
makes Religion and Virtue truly venerable in the - 
ſiaht of all men; and it becomes the Wiſdom 
of God to diſpence his Bleſlings in ſuch a man- 


ner, as. may conciliate Eſteem and Reverence 
co true Religion in the World, 
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\ It_ is time now to pals from this general 
Command. of praying for all men, to. that parti- 
cular. direQtion ro pray. for Kings, \and'for all 
that" are in Authority. Bur before 1 ſhew you, 
what great reaſon thete' is. to pray for Kings, 
it will be neceſſary to inquire, what Kings we 
mult pray for. For though St. Paul. makes no 
difference, there are ſome who do :. Some there 
are: among our ſelves, who withdraw from our 
Communion , becauſe ' we pray in_ our pub- 
lick Offices for Their preſent Majeſties King 
WILLIAM; and Zuween MARY, whom God. 
long preſerve. "1 Y 

There is not a more expreſs Command fox 
any thing in Scripture, than there is for praying 
for Kings, and for all that are in Authority, » =+eox5,. 
in a ſtate of. Eminence and Superiority above 0- 
thers. And if Their preſent .Majeſties be lo, 
2s it is viſible to all the World that hey are ,. 
then they are included in this Apoſtolical 
Precept,. to pray for Kings., and all in Autho- 
rity. 

7h what Pretences fome among us reject 
ſo plain. a Duty, is ſufficiently known :. They 
fay, by Kings,. the Apoſtle means only. Lawful and: 
Reghtful Kings; that is, ſuch Kings as. are advan 
_ <«edto the”Ehrone by an antecedent Legal Right,. 


AC- 
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according to the Laws and Confſticutions of thE 
Countries and Kingdoms which they govern. 
And therefore inan Hereditary Kingdomno man isy 
or can be King, and -no-man muſt be' prayed for 
as King, but He who has the Hereditary Re, as 
"being the-next lineal- Heir. This Right, they lay, 
45-12 the late King James, not in Their preſent Mas 
.jeſties ; "and therefore notwithſtanding Their be- 
ing in poſſeſſion of the Throne, we muſt not 
'own Them, nor pray for Them as King and 
"Queen. 
| 1 do not intend, nor is it fitting, to difpute 
Their Majeſties Right , which is no matter of 
Scruple to me : Nor would it become me, be- 
fore Two ſuch learned Socteties of Law, to ſay what 
the Laws of the Land require in ſuch Caſes. And 
therefore to keep to my own Profellion, I ſhall 
.only defire "theſe Perſons to tell me, ' where there 
is any ſuch diſtinCtion as this in Scripture ? viz, 
That we muſt nor pray for all Kings, but only 
for legal Kings, who had an antecedent legal Right ; 
; for in any other ſenſe, thoſe are legal Kings, 
who are inveſted with the Regal Authority , 
with all che Legal Rites of inveſticure. The 
Commandis in general, ro pray for Kings, and for 
all that are in Authority; and if we may excuſe'our 
{elves from ſo.plain a-Duty by diſtin&ions of our 
own 


lt 
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own inventing, there are few Duties in Reli- 

gion, bur what we may deliver ourſelves from 

by ſuch arbicracy DiſtinRions. As for inſtance, 

*- There is an expreſs Command in Scripture, 

Thou ſbalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim one- 
ly ſoalt thou ſerve. Which one would think 
were a very exprels Prohibxion of the Worlhip 
of Saints or Angels, or any other Being beſides 
God. | But the Papiſis eafily avoid this'by the 
help of a Diſtindion, which the Scripture is un» 
acquainted with : They ay, we muſt worſhip 
God only with che Worſhip of Latrie, but we 
may worſhip Saints and Angel with the Wor- 
ſhip of Duliz, tho' the Scripture approprutes 
all Religions Worſhip to God. Thus as aur 8a 
viour tells the Phariſees, God commanded ſaying, 
Honour thy Father and thy Mather, and be that 
eurſeth Father or Mother, let him die the death : 
But ye ſay, Whoſoever ſbell ſay to lus Father or 
Mother, it #5 a gift by whatſoever thou mai} be 
profited by me, and honour not his Fatber nor his 
Mother, be ſhall be free ; thus bawe you made the 
commandment of God of none effe&$ by your tradi- 
tion, 15 Matth. q, 5. Thus it 4s in our pre- 
ſent Caſe 3 the Apoſtle commands us to prey 
for Kings, and for all that are in authority : F- 0, 
C ay 
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ſay theſe Men, not unleſs they be Legal Kings, 
tho' they have all the Enſigns of Majeſty, and 
are inveſted with the Regal Authority and Pow- 
er, with all the Legal and Cuſtomary Rites and 
Solemnites of Inveſtiture, and are acknowledp. / 
ed and recognized for King and Queen by the 
Eſtates of the Realm. And thus this Cdm- 
mand is of no effe& neither ; for it ſeems it is 
a matter of Wit, or Law, or Philoſophy, to 
know whois King ; whereas St. Paul ſuppoſed 
that it was a plain matter of ſence ; that he 
. who adminiſtred the Government with a Re- 
gal Authority, and was owned and ſubmitted 
to by the Nation, was the King for whom we 
muſt pray. 

There is reaſon' to conclude , that St. Paul 
ſpeaks of ſuch Kings, if we will allow, that he 
{poke the Language of the Age wherein he li- 
ved ; for in that Age, and in all the Ages of 
the. World ever fince, thoſe were called Kings, 
and had the Preheminency of Power and Au- 
thority, who by the Conſent and Submiſſion of 
the People adminiſtred the Government with 
a Regal and Soveraign Authority , whether 
they had any Anticedent Right or Title to the 


Government or not. 


[ 
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I will not now diſpute this matter , but 
would only deſire thele_Perlons to conſider, 
whether they are as certain that by All-Powers, 
13 Rom. 1. the Apoſile onely means all ſuch 
Powers as had an antecedent legal Right and 
Title ro Power, as they are, that he expreſly 
teaches, That all power s of GOD? Whe- 
ther they are as certain, that it is unlawful. to 
pray for Kings, who are legally inveſted with 
the Royal Power, though as they imagine, 
without any antecedent legal Right to the 
Crown, as they are, that the Apoſtle :com- 
mands us to pray for Kings, and for all that are 
in autbority ? Whether they are as certain, 
that ic is their Duty to adhere to 4 ſuppoſed 
Right againſt the publick Judgment of the Na- 
tion, in oppoſition to their Preſent Majeſties, 
(who fill the Throne by the Conſent and Au- 
thority of the Eſtates of the. Realm) though 
| to the great Diſturbance of Government, and 
to the moſt apparent Ruine (could they pre- 
vail) of the true Religion, the Lives and For- 
eunes of their Fellow-ſubjedts, and the Liber- 
ties of their Native Country, as they are, that 
it is our Duty to pray for Kings? In a word, 
whether they are as certain, that the Roman 
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Powers at that time were. Legal and Rightful 
Powers, by ſuch an Antecedent Legal Right as 
chey now infiſt on, as they are, that St. Paul 
commanded theChriſtians to be ſubjeQ to thoſe 
Powers, and to pray for them ? 

Theſe are very proper Queſtions about the 

degrees of Evidence and Certainty : For if the 
Rule be plain and certam, and the Excepti- 
ons from this Rule uticertain ; if the Rule 
have a Divine Authority, and the Exceptions 
have nothing co fapport them but ſome un- 
eertain Reafonimgs, Ffach Reaſonings as con- 
tradift the general Sence and Prattife of Man- 
kind in all Revolutions; I think wiſe and 
pood Men __ to chuſe the ſafer fide, and 
,to' ſuſpe# their own Reaſonings , ſince the 
Scripture has made ro ſuch Exceptions (no 
not in a time of the moſt violene Uſurpati- 
ons, When if ever there was the greateſt 
reaſon to have made them, ) and tie pene- 
rality of Mankind, and even the moſt fo- 
ber and conſidering Men reje&t them , us 
having no- ſolid fonndation ih Reaſon and 
Nature. 


Having: 
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Having premis'd this, I proceed now to con- 
fider the Manifold Obligations, which lie up- 
on us to pray for Kings. 


Firf, Becauſe Kings are the: great Tnſira- 
ments of the Divine Providence in the World. 
they are thoſe great Wheels which move and 


alter the whole Scene of humane Afairs ; eve- 


* ry Ircegularicy in their Motions is ſoon fele, 
and cauſes very fatal Convulſions in the State ;. 
their Miſtakes are like the Eclipſes of the Sun, 
but more-portentous and ominous than they, 
their Smiles or Frowns are like the kind or ma- 
lign Influences of the Heavens, which revive 
drooping Nature, - or threaten an univerſal 
Ruine, Quicquid delirant Reges, the People ſuf- 

fer by the Indiſcretions and ill Government of 
a Prince, but a wile, and juſt, and religious 

King is the greateſt Blefling in the World, and 

therefore we have as much Reafon to Pray for 

the King, as we have co-pray that God would 

make his Sun ro ſhine, or the Rain to-deſcend 

on the Earth. 


Secondly, 


— 
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Seconaly, Though Kings act with a Sovereign 
Power, yet they are intirely under God's Go- 
vernment, The king's heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water, he turneth it whi- 
therſoever be will, 21 Prov. 1+ makes his Will 
and Aﬀettions run in this or that Channel, as 
will beſt ſerve the ends of his Providence and 
Government. | The moſt abſolute Prince is un- 
der ſecret and inviſible Reſtraints ; God can a 
thouſand ways change his Purpoſes and divert 
him from what he intended. to ſomething elle, 
which he little thought of ; and indeed it is 
very fitting that thoſe who are ſo much above 
humane Reſtraints, ſhould be managed by an 
unſeen Hand : For if God does not govern 
thoſe who govern the World, there is in a 
great meaſure an.end of his Providence, for 
then the Fate of Kingdoms would. be at the 
Will of Princes, and that has the greateſt In- 
fluence of any thing elſe upon the Happineſs 
or Miſery of private and particular Men. 
Now if God can, if God does govern Prin- 
ces, this makes it neceſſary to pray heartily to 
God for them, for there is the firſt Spring of 
Motion ; if we make God our Friend, he will 
ble(s, 
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bleſs, and dire, and counſel our Prince who 
a&s under him, and in Subordination to his 
Counſels and Decrees. 


Thirdly, 1 need add no more to convince 
you how neceflary it is to pray for Kings, but to 
ſhew.you how much they need our Prayers, how 
much they need' che Aſſiſtance. and DireCtion 
of God to prevent thoſe Inconveniences and 
Miſcarriages, which all humane Governments 


are ſubjeA to. 


For 1. The Government of Kingdoms and 
Nations is a Work of great Difficulty, and 
that which requires ſomewhat more than hu- 
mane Art: and Skill ; it is no eaſte. mat- 
ter to -deal with the various Luſts, and In- 
rereſts,”and Paſlions of Men, to maintain Peace 
at home and abroad, to adjuſt the Intereſts of 
SubjeRs and Neighbour-Princes, to make War 
and Peace, to advance the Trade of the Nati- 
on and to govern it when it is rich ; to be lo- 
ved by Subje&s- without being thoughe eaſie 
and remiſs which expoſes to Contempt, and to- 
be feared without being hated ;.to know whom 
to truſt, and whom to be aware of, to diſcern 


Mens 


— 
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Mens Integrity and Abilities for Counſel, or 
for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, for Civil or 
Military Employs, to know how to chooſe 
Favourites, and which is as bard a thing how 
to govern them 3; whe) co reſiſt the Fury and 
Torrent of the People, and when to comply 
withour ſeeming to yield, and a thouſand 
other emergent Difficulties there are, which 
require very prudent and yet extewpore Reme- 
dies, where every falle ſtep proves very inju- 
rious either to Prince or People. Theſe are 
the true Atlaſſes, who bear the Weight of 
the World upon their Shoulders, and if we 
find it ſo difficult to governa Family, a Pariſh, 
a lictle Corporation, to attend to 'one or t0 
very few things, of any moment and conſe- 
quence, ſhall we not aſliſt thofe by our Pray» 
ers who have {ſo much a heavier Burden to 
bear, and which unleſs they catry it ſteady, 
we our ſelves ſhall be cruſhed with the Fall of 


If, 


| 2. We muſt conſider alſo, that without the 
Divine Aſliſtance and Counſel, Princes are but 
like other Men, and hable to the {ame Miſtakes, 


nay indeed they are more expos'd to Mifinfor- 


mat1onsy 
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mations and Mifrepreſentations, and ſuch like 
Abuſes, which have a very ill Influence upon 
Government, then other Men are : No Prince 
can ſo. particularly inſpect all the Afﬀairs of his 
Kingdom, as a Man can his own . Family and 
particular Eſtate, . but they are forced to ſee 
and hear with other Mens Eyes and: Ears, 
which too often prove very corrupt Medi- 
ums, and tinure-the, Objet with their own 
private Paſſions: Court-FaGtions, and the croſs 
[atereſts of aſpiring Favourites, who carry on 
their private Intrigues without apy regard to 
the Publick Good, or the Service of their 
Prince, but will Sacrifice all to undermine a 
Rival, and to-gratifie their Ambition and Re- 
venge,.. may 'ſugeſt very. ruinous Counſels to 
the dividing both the Hearts and the Inte- 
reſts of Prince and People, and Court Para- 
ſites,. who, are ' only Ecchoes to the Prince's 
Inclinations., and always adviſe what they 
think he would have adviſed ; betray him to 
thoſe Miſchiefs which- might be prevented by 
faithful.: Counſellors : This . is,. the Unhappy. 
State of Kings, which nothing but the Dix 
vine ' Counſel - and: Providence .can prevent : 


D And 
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And. is not this a vety forcible Reaſon 'to 
pray for them ? 


Eſpecially ,” 3dly, when we- conf aſider; that 
Kings are expoled. £ to more and grearer Tem- 
ptations then - 2ether Men ; they have the 
fame Paſſions that other 'Men have, 'bat not 
the ſame Reſtraints to carb them, thiey 'have 
fothing but the Fear! of GOD, :ahd the 
Confi 7 Seer th of Religion and*another World, 
which we find too weak to govern the pe- 
nerality of Mankind, without ſome more ſen- 
ſible: Morives : What a Tempration is Sove- 
reign Power, when we fee very few Men, 
who can uſe any degree of Power without a- 
buſing it; a Power which will juſtifie what 
it does, and make it right, which will not be 
oppoſed nor contradifted, which governs the 
Opinions - or the Tongues of Men ; which 
never wants Flatterers to admire whatever it 
does, which can ſtamp new Titles and Cha- 
raQers of Honour when it pleaſes, and at leaft 
change the Names and the external Value of 
Things, though the Nature of Things is ſome- 


what ſtubborn : a Power which is apt to have 
very 


—_— —_— eu 
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| very . tender Refentments , _ to be very 
ſevere in its Revenge, which grves free ſcope 
to all: the. irregular Appetites and Paſſions of 


| Humane Nature. Such a Power, I fay, as 


_this, which is ſo eaſily abuſed, and which is 
almoſt an invincible Temptation to abuſe it 
{elf ; and which. can do ſo much Miſchief 
' when it is abuſed., is; a: ſufficient reaſon to 
' make us very earneſt and importunate 11 our 
Prayers to GOD for bo 


But if ever there | were reaſon to! pray for 
|Kings, certainly we have great reaſon to 
pray for the lang Life and proſperous Reign 
of their preſent Mayeities, whom GOD hack 


{er over ns. 


The Apoſtle direQs us to pray for Kings, 
that under them we. may. live quiet aid peace- 
able lives in all godlineſs and boneftly. As for 
Godlineſs, this we muſt take care of, what- 
ever onr Prince be.. No Prince can take our 
Religion from us, if we reſolve to; keep 
it-; but they 'may diſturb our Quiet and 
Peaceable Enjoyment of it : -which was the 

D 2 State 
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State of the Chriſtian Church under Hea- 
then and Perſecuting Emperours, and 'the 
reaſon of this Command ro Pray for the 
Peaceable Enjoyment and Profeſſion of their 
Religton. 


This we enjoy with great Advantages un- 
der their Majeſties Government, . and there- 
fore have great reaſon to pray for them, 
under whom we may if we pleaſe, live quiet 
and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and Fl - 
fly. Thanks be to GOD, we are o far 
from any danger of being perſecuted for our 
Religion, that nothing can more effeQually 
recommend us. -to the Favour of our Prin- 
ces ,, than the fincere Practiſe of Religion 
and Vertue. They ſer us an Example of it 
themſelves, they like, commend, reward it, 
where they ſee it : Nay, we have a King who 
expoſes his own Sacred Perſon to all the Fa- 
tigues and Hazards of War to ſecure to us 
our Peace at Home, and the- quiet poſſefſi-. 
on of our Religion; to break the power of 
that great Oppreſſor , who Invades the Li- 
bertics of Exrope, and Perſecutes the Profeffours 
of 
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of the true Religion, wherever he has 
Intereſt or Power to do it. We have a 
King who has already reſcued this Church 
and Kingdom , when their Condition ap- 
peared hopeleſs and deſperate 3 and cer- 
tainly had been ſo, long before this, had 
not God made Him the | glorious - Inſtru- 
ment of our Deliverance. And ſhall we 
not.. pray for ſuch a King, who is the ve- 


ry light . of our eyes, and - the breath of our 


noſtrils * To whom we owe our Laws and 


Liberties, and Religion ,. and on whoſe- 


Preſervation, and long and proſperous Reign, , 
depends our greateſt viſible Hope and Pro- 
ſpe& of a, quiet. and ſecure\ Enjoyment of 


» >, 
them for the time. to come, 


And as we muſt pray, ſo we muſt give God 
Thanks for King's too, and for all the Biel- 
ſings we enjoy under their Government: This 
1s one part of the Solemnity of this Day ; ta- 
bleſs 'God for the Reſtauration of the King 
and Royal Family, and. our Ancient Go- 
vernment and Conſtitution both- in Church 
and State, after the Miuſeries and Calamitics 

of.: 
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of a Civil War, and the Opprefiion © of os our 
Fellow-SubjeQs ; and thoſe who can retnem- 
ber thoſe Days, muſt/confeſs, that” this was a 
very great Metey.' And though the Glory: of 
this Day ſeemed to be Eclipsd and overcaſt 
in the [Reign of the late unfortunate Prince, 
et | it | breaks: forth again with a new Lu- 
ſtre and Brightneſs in the Advancement of 
their preſent Majeſties, from whoſe Goyern- 
ment we may reaſonably expet as” eat 
Bleſſings to this Church and- Kingdom, as ver 


they yet enjoyed. 


Kings are -God's Miniſters ,* and advan- 


ced to the Throne - by him', ard 7 
King , is as great a Temporal Bleffing, 28 


God can beſtow upon any Nation, and 


the very Advancement of their Majeſtics ro 
the Throne, was it ſelf a great and imme- 


diate. Deloverence, as great as our Redempti- 


on from Popery and Arbitrary Power. And 
yet this is not 'al{ we *are to bleſs God for ; 
but we are bound alſo to bleſs him for 
the almoſt miraculous Preſervation' of the 


King's Perſon, as well from Treachery and 
Vio- 
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Violence, as from the Chances of War, and 
for the -nb - leſs - giwraculous "Succeſſes of. his 
Arms, eſpecially - the | late; wonderful, Succeſs 
at | Sea ,/ of which I; hope future Ages will 
feel - the; bleſſed.  EffeRs ': | A Succels in all 
the' Circumſtances of tt fo. wonderful, that 
I: know no” Story that equals it, except 
we-: may: compare if to: the, miraculous Over- 
throw of.:;Þbaraeb ;'-and, all his Holſt 18 . the 
Redea. 10!) ©; on oy ins - 


And; 'yet' it ts. no leſs wonderful ,. that 
any; :4#nphſo | Proteſtants ' ſhould invite the 
French to conquer them, to place a zea- 
lous., Papift and an Arbitrary Prince upon 
the Throne again ; and that after all the 
Miracles of Providence whereby thefe De- 
ſigns have been defeated, and as we have 
Reaſon to hope, for ever diſappointed, there 
ſhould be any Proteſtants, who think it 
their Intereft, as long as ever they can for- 
bear, not to believe 1t, and when they can 
dicbelieve it no fonger, think it a great 
Judgment and Calamity upon them tq, be 
delivered. x 
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+ Bat Tet Vs bleſs God, that he hath:anſiwered 
our Prayers, and ſaved us out -of the Hands 
of our Enemies ; let us humbly 'beſeech him 
to continue theſe Mercies to us, 'and the glo- 
rious Infiruments of them ; to bleſs their Ma- 
jeſties Perſons, 'Counſels and Arms, and' to 
perfe& this Deliverance at Sea by as ſurprizing 
Succeſſes, whick after ſuch auſpicious and pro- 
miſing Beginnings, we hope in God, may at- 
tend his Majeſty's Perſon and Arms in Flan- 
ders :* Which we beg Almighty God to: grant 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 To whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, 
Gloty and Power, now and for ever. Amen.. 


